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11 January 2022 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We are writing to clarify new guidance in light of changes to when and why different tests should be 
used to detect a positive coronavirus case. We appreciate there has been some confusion with 
regards to how the media have recently presented the latest guidelines. 
 

➢ If someone tests positive on a Lateral Flow Device (LFD test), they no longer have to book 
a follow up PCR test if they do not have Covid-19 symptoms. 

➢ ‘If you have any of the main symptoms of COVID-19, arrange to have a PCR test by ordering 
it online or by calling 119. You do not need to take a PCR test if you have already taken 
an LFD test and the result was positive.’ Section 5.1: Stay At Home Guidance, updated 11th 
January – these rules have not changed. 

➢ The day of a positive result is day 0, if you do not have any symptoms, and should not be 
counted in the isolation. If an LFD test is negative on the morning of day 6 and day 7, children 
can attend school on day 7. The two tests must be at least 24 hours apart, e.g. 7.30 am and 
8.00 am. 

➢ Government guidance currently states that students and staff who have tested positive within 
the past 90 days should still take part in testing once they have completed isolation for 
their previous infection. Department of Education and Public Health England advice is that if 
a child in such circumstances tests positive on a new LFD test, they should follow the current 
national guidance in relation to self-isolation and ongoing testing. 

 
If your child comes into contact with a positive case at school or at home, we would strongly advise 
them to carry out a lateral flow device (LFD) test in accordance with government guidance for those 
who have been in contact with someone with COVID-19. This guidance advises that this is 
undertaken every day for the following 7 days. As ever, we ask you to be vigilant with regards to 
your child’s health and to book a PCR test immediately if they show signs of a temperature- 
being hot or cold, a new or persistent cough, or loss of smell and taste.  
 
We will request evidence of a positive result on an LFT for our records, as unfortunately we have 
had individuals report false Covid-19 results to prolong pupil absence from school. Please log LFT 
results here and screenshot the result. Please continue to direct queries to office@senacre-
wood.kent.sch.uk or telephone during school hours on 03000 658 430. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs Sweeney 
Headteacher 

Together Everyone Achieves More 
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