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The Early Years Foundation Stage 
Introduction 
Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil 
their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between 
birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances.  A secure, safe and happy 
childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning 
together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents 
as they grow up. The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early 
years providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept 
healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ 
and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation 
for good future progress through school and life. The EYFS seeks to provide: 

• quality and consistency in all early years settings, so that every child makes good 
progress and no child gets left behind 

• a secure foundation through planning for the learning and development of each 
individual child, and assessing and reviewing what they have learned regularly 

• partnership working between practitioners and with parents and/or carers 

• equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every child is 
included and supported 

 
The EYFS specifies requirements for learning and development and for safeguarding children 
and promoting their welfare. The learning and development requirements cover: 

• the areas of learning and development which must shape activities and experiences 
(educational programmes) for children in all early years settings 

• the early learning goals that providers must help children work towards (the 
knowledge, skills and understanding children should have at the end of the academic 
year in which they turn five) 

• assessment arrangements for measuring progress (and requirements for reporting to 
parents and/or carers) 

• The safeguarding and welfare requirements cover the steps that providers must take 
to keep children safe and promote their welfare. 

 Early Adopter Framework for the EYFS 2020 
 
The Early years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the 
Reception year in school. The EYFS is based upon seven overarching principles: 
 

• The best for every child 

• High- quality care 

• The curriculum: what we want children to learn 

• Pedagogy: helping children to learn 

• Assessment: checking what children have learnt 

• Self- regulation and executive function  

• Partnership with parents 
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The best for every child 
 
At Senacre Wood Primary School, we recognise that every child is a competent learner who 
can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.  All staff recognise that children develop 
in individual ways and at varying rates and are, at all times, encouraged to develop a positive 
attitude to their learning. All staff acknowledge that all children deserve to have an equal 
chance to succeed; successes are always shared and celebrated. 
 
 
High- quality care  
 
At Senacre Wood we recognise that children learn to be strong and independent from secure 
relationships. All staff value the children’s experiences, understanding that they are 
paramount. We recognise that starting school is a big step for small children. We aim to 
develop caring, respectful, professional relationships with the children and their families, in 
line with our school values which are shared with the whole school community.  
 
 
The curriculum 
 
At Senacre Wood, we understand that planning in the Early Years needs to be flexible. Staff 
use popular topics as a vehicle to the children’s learning, but careful sequencing enables the 
children to build their learning over time, as the children’s interests are what guide the 
curriculum.  
 
Pedagogy 
 
All staff recognise that effective pedagogy is a combination of different approaches. In the 
Early Years at Senacre Wood, a majority of the children’s learning occurs through play, but is 
supported by teacher- directed inputs and adult modelling. Teacher- directed involves whole 
class learning, group work and adult questioning. Practitioners understand that children need 
an enabling environment to allow high- quality play. At Senacre Wood, our indoor and 
outdoor environment, gives every child the time and space to guide and extend their own 
play. 
 
Assessment 
 
All staff in the Early Years are able to assess the children by noticing what they can do, and 
what they know. At Senacre Wood, we understand that assessment is not about copious 
amounts of evidence, it is about knowing the individual child. The children are assessed in an 
ongoing and natural form, in the form of observations, questioning, annotations of learning, 
and on-entry baseline notes taken as children learn and play. 
In the rare cases where formative assessment is required- such as phonics checks where 
children will be asked to read a short list of words or the formal Term 2 Government Baseline 
where a set of activities is worked through by a trusted adult and a reception child, the 
assessment will be short and rewarded. Data is captured 4 times a year by the EYFS teacher 
and uploaded to SIMs so the progress can be measured and interventions and teaching 
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planned. This is moderated by a member of SLT. At the end of the academic year, the EYFS 
decides which children have met GLD and in which areas they have achieved their ELGs. This 
is then shared with the Local Authority. Any targets created for the EYFS team based on data 
are cohort-specific and discussed prior to setting and published to ensure they are both 
achievable and aspirational. 
 
Self- regulation and executive function 
 
At Senacre Wood we understand the importance of the child’s growing ability to self- 
regulate. All staff are responsible for helping every child to bounce back after difficulty, and 
to plan and concentrate on their own thinking. We recognise that in most cases, children need 
support in regulating their emotions, being patient and monitoring how they are going to 
adapt, without impulsive behaviours.  
 
Partnership with parents  
 
At Senacre Wood we recognise the importance of building a strong and respectful partnership 
with parents, as this supports the children in thriving during their reception year. Parents are 
children’s first and most enduring educators and their contribution to their child’s education 
is valued.  
 
Senacre Wood Primary School offers: 

• Nursery and pre-school visits where possible. 

• ‘Stay and Play’ sessions for pupils in the Summer Term before they start school  

• Invitations to all parents to a series of induction meetings prior to the start of school  

• Regular opportunities to talk about their child’s progress in the reception class and 
free access to the children’s ‘Learning Journeys’- the records of our children’s learning. 

• Access to Seesaw, our online learning platform, where they can see learning and key 
moments in school as well as Bug Club, Numbots to encourage reading at home linked 
to phonics learning. 

• Opportunities to attend formal parent evenings twice a year. 

• Access at the beginning and the end of the day to the EYFS staff to celebrate their 
child’s successes and to air any concerns.  

• A range of events throughout the year that encourage home/school collaboration.  
 
The school has established good links with local Early Years settings and regular visits are 
undertaken by the Reception class teacher to meet and discuss the new intake of children. 
Parents and children from settings are invited to school events to ensure a smooth, happy 
transition, and links are still held with staff through the FLO, SENDCo and Leadership Team to 
cement the bridge into formal education. 
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Early Years Foundation Stage Staff 
 

Class Teacher       MISS EMILY HEARD 

Teaching Assistants  MRS SAMANTHA BANNISTER AND MRS ALISON EVERSFIELD 

Key Workers: MRS CATHIE LOUBSER AND HELEN ABBOTT 
 
The EYFS team work as a unit to ensure continuity and progression. They are dedicated to 
providing excellent pastoral care and education. Foundation Stage staff are fully qualified, 
have a range of experience and are committed to professional development. Attendance at 
training courses on current policy and issues ensures excellent knowledge of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage and child development. The Reception class teacher acts a ‘key worker’ to 
all children in the Foundation Stage, supported by two experienced Teaching Assistants.  
 
EYFS staff understand requirements to:  
 

• Promote the welfare of children 

• Promote good health, preventing the spread of infection and taking appropriate action 
when children are ill 

• Manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of 
development and individual needs 

• Ensure all adults who look after the children or who have unsupervised access to them 
are suitable to do so 

• Ensure that the premises, furniture and equipment are safe and suitable for purpose 

• Maintain records, policies and procedures required for safe efficient management of 
the setting and to meet the needs of the children 

• Plan lessons with a high proportion of independent learning, choice and 
collaborative activity to challenge and meet the needs of all pupils. 

• Inspire and motivate learners and have high expectations of all pupils. 

• Tap into what pupils are interested in. 

• Model to pupils. 

• Use effective questioning to elicit and expand answers. 

• Show how to learn from mistakes made. 

• Provide opportunities for pupils to be independent, try new things and take risks in a 
safe, supportive environment. 

• Use multiple AfL techniques alongside data to effectively plan teaching and 
interventions. 

• Provide pupils with time to think new concepts through. 

• Have expert subject knowledge. 

• Strive to close the gap between all pupils and vulnerable groups by employing Wave 
One strategies and focused interventions for targeted support  

 
Taken from Senacre Wood’s Teaching and Learning Policy 2020/21 

 
 
Observation, Assessment and Planning  
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Assessment in the Foundation Stage largely takes the form of observation. Adults reflect on 
significant learning and use this information to ensure future planning reflects identified 
needs. Observations are recorded in unique ‘Learning Journeys’, as well as photographs and 
experiences recorded on the Oak class Seesaw page. Seesaw is a collaborative platform 
whereby practitioners and parents can capture moments of their child’s learning journey.  
Planning within the Foundation Stage includes long and medium term plans, based around 
termly themes. These plans guide weekly planning; however, they may be altered in response 
to the needs, achievements and interests of children.  
 
In planning and guiding children’s activities, the Reception class teacher reflects on the 
different ways that children learn and ensures the three characteristics of effective learning 
are encouraged, modelled and monitored:  
 
Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things and ‘have a go’  
Active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties 
Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links 
between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things  
 
Areas of Learning 
The EYFS learning and development requirements include: 

• The seven areas of learning and development and  educational programmes  

• The early learning goals, which summarise the knowledge, skills and understanding that 
all young children should have gained by the end of the Reception year 

• The assessment requirements (when and how practitioners must assess children’s 
achievements, and when and how they should discuss children’s progress with parents 
and/or carers) 

 
There are seven areas of learning and development that shape educational programmes in 
early year’s settings.  All are important and inter-connected, although the following 3 are 
particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm. They are listed here with 
the relevant Early Learning Goals. 
 

• Communication and language- Listening, Attention and Understanding and Speaking 

• Physical development- Gross and Fine motor skills 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development- Self-Regulation, Managing Self, Building 
Relationships 

 
At Senacre Wood, practitioners also support children in four specific areas to strengthen and 
apply the above, as per the 2020 EYFS Framework. They are listed here with the relevant Early 
Learning Goals: 
 

• Literacy- Comprehension, Word Reading and Writing 

• Mathematics- Number and Numerical Patterns  

• Understanding the world- Past and Present, People, Culture and Communities, The 
Natural Word. 

• Expressive arts and design- Creating with Materials, Being Imaginative and Expressive. 
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Educational programmes must involve activities and experiences for children in all areas. 
 
Communication and language development involves giving children opportunities to 
experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing 
themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations. 
 
Physical development involves providing opportunities for children to be active and 
interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control and movement. Children must also be 
helped to understand the importance of physical activity.  
 
Personal, social and emotional development involves helping children to develop a positive 
sense of themselves and others; forming positive relationships and developing respect for 
others; developing social skills and learning how to manage feelings and understand 
appropriate behaviour. Children will learn to look after their bodies including healthy eating 
and managing personal needs independently. 
 
Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin 
to read and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, 
poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest and build their vocabulary. 
 
Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their 
skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and 
subtraction problems; and describing shapes, space and measures. 
 
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of the world around them 
and their own community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about 
people, places, and the natural world. 
 
Expressive arts and design involve enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of 
media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their 
thoughts, ideas and feelings. 
 
All areas are equally important and dependent on each other and delivered through a balance 
of adult led and child initiated activities. In each area there are Early Learning Goals (ELGs) 
that define the expectations for most children to reach by the end of the EYFS. 
 
Teaching and Learning  
Our policy on Teaching and Learning 2020/21 defines the features of effective teaching and 
learning in our school. The features that relate to being an effective learner in the Foundation 
Stage include a learner that- 
 

• Is enthusiastic, enjoys learning and wants to learn. 

• Has the confidence to give something a go and who is curious about the world 
around them. 

• Has high expectations of themselves. • . 
• Actively contribute to questioning and asks questions for themselves. 

• Is able to make decisions independently. 
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• Thrives within a ‘taking risks’ culture being provided with opportunities to make 
choices.  

• Is able to be critical and use this to make decisions.  
• Recognises that making mistakes is part of the learning process.  
• Takes responsibility for their own learning.  
• Is an active learner who learns inside and outside of school, and shares new learning 

with others.  
• Has a range of strategies to overcome barriers to learning.  
• Applies skills and understands the links between learning across subject areas.  
• Forms positive working relationships with peers and staff. 

 
Play 
In the Foundation Stage, there is no distinction between work and play. Our aim is to provide 
a secure and stimulating environment in which children flourish and learn to make sense of 
the real world. Children are made to feel valued and given the confidence to become 
independent, active learners.  
 
Activities provide first hand experiences through play and discussion during which children 
are encouraged to interact with others, to move about and explore a wide variety of learning 
situations. There are well planned areas of provision and a wide range of resources and 
materials available. Opportunities are provided for sustained activity and continuous 
provision, as well as spontaneous, self-chosen activities. It is important that children 
experience success, have fun and enjoy themselves whilst learning.  
 
Enabling Environments With Teaching and Support from Adults 
At Senacre Wood we recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and 
extending children’s development. This begins by observing the children and assessing their 
interests, development and learning, before planning challenging, but achievable activities 
and experiences to extend learning.  
 
The Learning Environment 
The EYFS classroom is organised to allow children to explore and learn securely and safely. 
There is a balance of areas- active and quiet, inside and out, academic and sensory. The 
classroom is set up to reflect the areas of learning and to enable children to find equipment 
and resources independently.  
The EYFS classroom has its own enclosed outdoor area which offers opportunities for 
undertaking play-based learning in different ways and on different scales. The seven areas of 
learning are outside too, set out under a ‘covered area’ which provides a fully-equipped 
outdoor classroom. This then extends into an area to encourage physical play, and designated 
‘wild’ nature and garden areas. The outdoor area offers the children places to explore and be 
curious, use their senses and to be physically active and exuberant.    
 
Creativity and Critical Thinking 
Children should be given opportunity to be creative through all areas of learning, not just 
through Expressive Arts. Adults support children’s thinking and help them to make links by 
showing genuine interest, offering encouragement, clarifying ideas and asking open-ended 
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questions. Children access resources freely, indoors and out, to extend their learning 
independently.  
 
Inclusion 
All pupils attending Senacre Wood Primary School are entitled to a broad, balanced and 
relevant curriculum regardless of ability, gender, race and social circumstances. In the 
Foundation Stage, realistic and challenging expectations are set to meet individual needs. In 
planning, consideration is given to gender, special educational needs, higher abilities, 
disabilities, social and cultural backgrounds, ethnic groups and diverse linguistic backgrounds.  
 
Safeguarding and Welfare 
‘Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are 
met, and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them. The 
safeguarding and welfare requirements, specified in this section, are designed to help 
providers create high quality settings which are welcoming, safe and stimulating, and where 
children are able to enjoy learning and grow in confidence.’ 
‘…Schools are not required to have separate policies to cover EYFS requirements provided 
the requirements are already met through an existing policy…’ 

Early Adopter EYFS Framework 2020 
 
Key Documents which link to the Safeguarding and Welfare of our EYFS pupils: 

• Senacre Wood Safeguarding Policy September 2022 

• Keeping Children Safe in Education September 2022 

• EYFS Risk Assessment 2022 
 
Health and Safety  
All learning activities need to be taught within the guidelines of the school’s Health and Safety 
Policy and the EYFS Risk Assessment. 
 
 
Policy Monitoring  
 
This policy is monitored by the Senior Leadership Team and Governing Body and is regularly 
presented in the school’s Governing Body Curriculum Meetings in the light of current 
practices and government updates and guidelines   
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


