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Senacre Wood Primary School RE Policy

INTRODUCTION
The National Curriculum states that:

The RE primary syllabus in primary schools is dictated by Kent SACRE (Standing Advisory Council for Religious
Education). The scheme that Senacre- Wood follow is RE Today. This scheme meets the New Agreed Syllabus
for RE 22-27 expectations as set out in the Kent locally agreed syllabus as detailed by Kent SACRE.

We Senacre Wood Primary school, we believe that the children are offered an RE curriculum that is rich in
knowledge and exposes them to the different faiths, cultures in the UK as well as around the world. This allows
them to grow to be more accepting and aware of other communities and religions.

INTENT

At Senacre Wood Primary, we follow the aims of the National Curriculum to ensure that all pupils:

Come from a rich diversity of ethnic, cultural, religious and linguistic backgrounds where they thrive on being
equipped with the knowledge of others to ensure equality and mutual respect is respected. Through the study
of religious education, pupils’ understanding of multicultural and multifaith societies that we live in today is
promoted. Sensitivity surrounding the differences of faith, culture and practice within our school leads to an
environment of tolerance and acceptance to others and goodwill.

At Senacre Wood Primary School, we believe that the children should be encouraged to develop their
understanding of the importance of creating an inclusive community that works in harmony. We work with the
children to develop a sense of community and belonging that engages both attitudes and understanding:
e Forgiveness
e  Fairness
e Love/friendship
Empathy/compassion
Respect/tolerance
Awe and wonder
Right and wrong

To create this community at Senacre Wood Primary School, the children need to:

Develop a willingness to ask questions and explore their curiosity.

Respect and value the views and opinions of other children’s faith’s and non-faiths.

Respect the right of others to hold their own religious views or non-religious views without ridicule or
embarrassment.

Recognise that everyone is unique and has something to offer to R.E.

Appreciate the impact that beliefs, values and traditions have on lifestyle.

Have time to reflect and appreciate all of the above.

RE makes a key contribution supporting schools to promote ‘British Values’ and to prepare pupils for life in
modern Britain.




IMPLEMENTATION

PLANNING

At Senacre Wood Primary School, we follow a scheme call RE today. This scheme has been approved by SACRE.
Teachers are given a broad guidance on the teaching of the major religions as covered in the school’s long
term plan.

The planning of lessons are carefully thought out according to the ‘RE Today’ scheme, which makes
contributions to the children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. RE is usually taught as an
enquiry unit. This investigation format implements the principal aim of RE, which engages pupils in systematic
enquiry into significant human questions which religion and worldviews address, so that they develop the
understanding and skills needed to appreciate and appraise varied responses to these questions, as well as
develop responses of their own. RE is not taught to propagate religion in general or a particular religion, it is
not to nurture or convert: it is an academic discipline with levels of achievements.

An overview of the areas of study through which pupils will be working can be found in Appendix A.

At Senacre Wood Primary School, we follow the recommended guidance that each child has access to RE for
5% or more of their learning time. This equates to about 7.5 hours a term and can include collective worship
time.

LESSONS AND ENVIRONMENT

At Senacre Wood Primary School, the non-negotiables for RE is that evidence of the children’s learning is

recorded in the ‘Big Book’ (class book). We recognise that in all classes, children will have a wide range of

differing abilities, and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all of the children by matching the
challenge of the task to the ability of the child

Learning experience form a part of our enquiry which allow the children to explore the curiosity and pose
questions for a deeper understanding. These may include:

Handling artefacts

Sharing personal experiences.

Visiting local places of worship.

Listening and responding to music

Story telling

Discussions and debate

Making and tasting foods e.g. from religious festivals.
Looking at, and wearing clothes worn for a variety of religious occasions or within a variety of
cultures.

Role play and drama

Meeting members of different faiths in school.
Tapes, films and videos.

Enjoying time to reflect and evaluate.

In addition to this, Senacre Wood Primary School has a wide and varied range of resources and artefacts to
support teaching and learning in all year groups. They are labelled according to religions and are stored in a
central area. A wide variety of experiences such as visiting places of worship, receiving visitors, handling
artefacts, self-expression and role are arranged to support pupils understanding.




ASSESSMENT

At Senacre Wood Primary School. The children demonstrate their ability in religious education in a variety of
different ways, dependent on age and ability. The school uses the assessment guidance of the RE Today
scheme of work as the basis of their assessment.

At the end of a whole unit of work, teachers assess their pupil’s skills based on evidence taken from their
written work, through observation, discussion or debate, pupil voice, teacher discussions and retrieval
activities. An example of work is selected from each lesson and is displayed in an RE book which is displayed in
each class. These demonstrate what the expected level of achievement is in religious education for each age
group in the school. There will be a report on RE at the end of the year to Governors.

RE IN EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE

Senacre Wood Primary School relate the Religious Education aspects of the children’s work to the objectives
set out under the Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Knowledge and Understanding of the
World areas which are crucial to the development and progress of all pupils at this stage.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES AND INCLUSION OF ALL LEARNERS

At Senacre Wood Primary School, all children are given an equal opportunity to maximise their individual

potential: this is regardless of ability, gender, race, religion/beliefs, disability or talent. Although the learning

objectives are statutory, we acknowledge that when taking account of these, some objectives may take longer
to achieve than others, depending on children’s varying abilities. Productive repetition of some ideas will be
vital for reinforcing each concept, and vocabulary used when teaching needs to be checked against
understanding. We understand that practical experiences are the most valuable educational tool and are
essential for pupils with special educational needs.

IMPACT

At Senacre Wood Primary School, we believe that ‘pupil voice’ is an integral part of assessing what salient
knowledge the children have learnt. These discussions will clarify understanding of the learning that has taken
place. Retrieval practice is an important part of this process as this ensures that knowledge is retained and
gives the children a secure understanding of the different faiths throughout the scheme. Verbal discussions
and feedback is given to the child the help guide their progress.

ROLE OF THE RE SUBJECT LEADER

The role and responsibility of the subject leader

To support and guide the classroom practice of teachers and support staff
To ensure coverage, continuity and progression in planning

To monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of RE teaching and learning

To update documentation where necessary

To attend relevant training to develop CPD

To regularly review the contribution made by RE to a meaningful curriculum




